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We are proud to present the 15th volume of  the Grand Valley State University McNair Scholars Journal. It is the culmination of  
intensive research conducted by our student scholars and their faculty 
mentors through our Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program. 
The Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program, now in its 17th year here at 
Grand Valley State University, provides an opportunity for students and 
faculty to apply much of  what is learned within the classroom by engaging, 
outside the classroom, in research activities in a particular area of  scholarly 
interest. These research activities provide a journey through the challenges 
and affirmations of  scholarly work and better prepare students for graduate 
study and the pursuit of  a doctoral degree.  In addition, GVSU supports 
the AAC&U position that student engagement in research activities is one 
of  the “high impact” experiences that better prepares students for academic 
success, transition into careers and the challenges of  the 21st century.
Thank you to the faculty mentors who have worked so closely with our 
McNair Scholars to propel their research skills towards the next level of  
educational challenges. 
Congratulations to the ten McNair Scholars whose research is presented 
here. Your journey and the challenges you have met during this scholarly 
activity speak to your talents and persistence in pursuing both your 
educational and life goals. Thank you for sharing your talents with the 
university community and continuing the spirit of  this program.
Finally, thank you to all the people behind the scenes that work to sustain 
this program, guide students to success and produce this journal. Your work 
is valued.
Nancy M. Giardina, Ed.D.
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